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The American people, for the

l most part, have confidence in ‘th;eir_‘
! leaders and in their government Dis-"

counting the obvious ‘campaign ora-*
tory”—as the late ‘Wendell Willkie
once tagged it—most of us 'believe’
what we hear from politicians and
executives of goverhment.

Edwin A. Laheys column in Sun-
day’s Beacon Journal, goes a long
way toward uﬂdgxm;nmg.mhaLfalth
For Lahey, chief ¢f our Washington
staff and a most reliable reporter,
questions, vhethersGandidatges. Ken-
.nedy and,Nixon, WELLa 25, completely
. unaware, last October, ofig). S
; and efforts to aid the SETREY oxiles’

then campaign talks. e 5
Lahey , points out tha 'vtgg that
 time, the. Cé)f)_‘ﬁ; LIfj't’ng nce Agency
| was re‘émlhng‘and "Eramiim ﬁlles
i Lahey also recalls s 1f1c un-
" truths that were told about the U-2
plane and the anti-Castro pllots ‘who

were said to -have “defected” frorn-

' the Cuban air force.

{ - “We have obviously come,” Lah-
ey concludes, “to a point in our na-
'{ional career where dishonesty can

| be Justifieﬂ in terms of ‘national se-

I curity.”
“One of our absolutes is missing:”

What Can We Believe?

The loss of this absolute—truth
—can be a darhaging blow to confi-
dence in American leadershlp._lt_we
are to be decei e aboutthe invasion

Thls pt'oblem of welghmg the im-
portance . of " telling the American
people the truth against the demands
of national security does not admit

an easy solution. \

It is one thing to say that the'
American people shall be told the!
whole truth, and nothing but thel
truth. And somethmg else when we*
realize we are fighting an’ enemv‘
around the world who has equal ac-
cess to the facts along with the:
American people. '

As we see it, it is not wrong for
the government to withhold the truth
when national security demands it.
It is wrong to lie: \ .

The. American people have
proved, in years of peace and war,
that they will measure up to every-|
thing demanded of them IF they
know the truth. We trust our eIected!
leaders. That confidence is not mls-l
placed.

If we cannot believe our leader S,
however, will we be as-willing to
follow them?
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